
Prenuptial agreements. 
What and why?
It is a common misconception that 
a Prenuptial agreement is: 

“not worth the paper it’s written on”
“expensive, and a waste of money”
“only for the very wealthy”
“a fad for celebrities”

In reality, a Prenuptial agreement represents 
shrewd financial planning, astute management 
of pre-marital and / or inherited wealth 
and an attempt to mitigate the cost and 
extent of litigation upon divorce. 

In the second article of her series, Kate 
Stovold, specialist family lawyer at Levison 
Meltzer Pigott LLP, answers some quick fire 
questions about Prenuptial agreements. 

What is a Prenuptial agreement?

A Prenuptial agreement (“Prenup”) is a written 
contract entered into by a couple prior to 
marriage that enables them to predetermine 
what shall happen should the marriage end 
in divorce, specifically with an eye to financial 
provision for the parties and to ensure 
that the needs of any children are met.

Do I need to sign a Prenup 
before I get married?

No; you can sign after the wedding 
too, with the document being known 
as a Post-nuptial agreement. 

Are Prenups only for the super-rich?

Short answer: absolutely not. 

A Prenup is an important component of wedding 
planning, albeit not exciting. In deciding how 
the finances should be divided upon a future 
divorce, you eliminate the risk of uncertainty. 
You start married life on a secure footing. 
Peace of mind is not only for the super-rich. 

This is not my first marriage. 
Should I consider this?

Yes, and especially if you have children from a 
previous relationship / marriage that you wish 
to provide for in the event that this marriage 
breaks down. A Prenup is a useful mechanism to 
preserve pre-marital wealth and / or prospective 
inherited wealth. Similarly, if you are looking to 
marry later in life, you may each have acquired 
independent wealth that you want to protect. 

Is romance dead with a Prenup?

No! The Prenup will openly record that the 
agreement has been signed in contemplation 
of a long and happy marriage.

Is it worth the paper it is written on?

Subject to fairness: yes. 

Following a big case in 2010 known 
as Radmacher, the Court is clear that 
unless a Prenup is inherently unfair, and 
assuming the agreement was entered into 
freely by both parties who understood 
its terms, it should be upheld. 

Is a Prenup expensive? 

The cost should be viewed as an investment, but 
is minimal compared with the cost (financial and 
emotional) of protracted litigation upon divorce.

For more information about Prenups, 
or any other family related matter, 
please contact Kate for a confidential 
consultation: kstovold@LMPlaw.co.uk 
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